ANNIVERSARY 


's Eek M -O N 
PREACHED AT 

PLYMOUTH, 
December 23, 1776. *, 


- 

ie . 
‘ ‘ 

ait “ 


ANNIVERSAR- 
SER MO? 


PREACH ED 


A T 


PLYMOUTH, 


‘December 23y 17756. 


In grateful Memory of the firtt Landing. of our 


worthy Anceftors in that Place, An.Dom. 1620. © 


t 
. 4 


By SYLVANUS_ CONANT, 


-Paftor or the Firft Church in Mipeiesonoven, 


Smeal 


— 


r-——Oat of the eater came forth meat, and out of the ftrong 
‘came forth fweetnefs. Samson’s Rippuz. 


EC AT SR eR — 


BOSTON, NEW-ENGLAND: 
Paintep sy THOMAS & JOHN FLEET, 1777. 


/ 


AT a Miisiig of che Town of Plymouth, 
legally affembled and held at the Court 
Houfe in Plymouth, April 7, A.D. 1777. 


Voted, That Ifaac Lothrop, Efq; 
~ Deacon Wilham Crombie, and 
~ Mr. Andrew Crofwell, jun. 
Be, and they are hereby appointed a 


_ Committee to wait on the Rev. Sy/vanus 


Conant, with the Thanks of this Town, 
for his ingenious Sermon delivered here on 
the laft Anniverfary of the Landing of our 


Fathers in this Town, and requeft a Copy 
| thereof that it may be printed. 


Atceft. . 
TOES ‘Epu. SPOONER, "PFown-Clerk. 
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But the more they afiiced them, the more 
they multiphed and grew. 


, FLE laudable Inftitution, made by the 
worthy Inhabitants of this ancient Town, 
for celebrating the wonder-working pro- 

vidence of Gop in favour of its fir/? fettlers when 
few. in number and. weak in {trength, demands 
our ferious attention, and. the approbation of all 
who fay in their hearts let the Lord be magnified, 


Many were the afflictions, and as many the 
favourable interpofitions of Providence, expe- 
rienced by our Anceflors from the time of their 


firft effays to quit their native land, till they ar-. 
rived and fettled in this. A proper recolleéion - 


of thefe things, hatha happy tendency to imprefs 
our minds with a becoming Senfe of Gop and 
the goodnefs of Providence to his faffering people. 


. To ftir up our minds by way of remembrance,- 


@ great many things have been well faid upon the 
occafion by .my worthy Brethrerr who have gone 


before me, ~ The 


Ct ee ae 


3 
_ The moft noted biforical fats, relative to the 


eoming over of our fore-fathers. have been named 
jn the firft public Sermon on this occafion, from 
P fala \xxviii. 5, 6,7. Alfo their {mallnefs in num- 
bers, ftrength and wealth, and the duty of not 
defpifing the day of {mall things, ia anogher Ser- 
mon, from Zech. iv. 10. » The general nature of 
that freedom, civil and religious, to which we 
have all an equal right—the embarraflments that 
tyranny and oppreffion throw in the way of the 
exercife of fuch freedom, and the duty of a peo- 
le to re-affume it, if poflible, when it is wrefted 
rom them, in another, from Gen. i. 31, and P/- 
cxix. 134. And laftly,a reprefentation of the heroic 
faith of Abraham exemplified, in fome meafure, 
by our pious fore-fathers, in a fourth Sermon, 
from Heb. xi. 8. Thefe things have been {et 
before you already ; and what /hall we fay more? 


Time would fail us, to give you a full narrative 
of the viciffitudes that they and theirs pafled 
thro’——the fuffering they underwent—the -chrifé 
tian courage, patience, faith and fortitude they 
maintained, and their final fuccefs, growth and 
increafe, notwithftanding the trials and _perfecu- 
tions that befell them during the defpotic reigns 
of the four Kings of the Stuart Hou/e. Act 


Methinks it may be faid of thefe firft emigrants. 
and their fueceffors, as was faid of the Ifraelites 
in the text, the more they (their adverfaries) af 
fiicted them, the mare they (the fufferers) multz- 
plied and grew-—grew in the chriftian graces and, 
virtues ; and at length, in numbers, wealth and 
frength, fo that finally (the oppreflive mcalitan 

taken, 


Ce 7 
taken againft them notwithftanding) they tofe 


from fmall beginnings to become a numerous and 
flourifhing _ people. 2 


Tt is a truth worthy our notice, and let it be the 
general obfervation from the text, that, WhenGon - 
defigns the growth and increafe of apeople, eveit 
the afflictions they meet with fhall be over-ruled 
to promote the Jame. So it hath been, and fo it 
will be ; and nothing under heaven fhall be able 
FO DCVGH See es ee eam 
_ 1€ the, Lord is. determined that, a people. fhail 
grow and multiply, ,cither in the natural, civil, or 
religious way ; no tribulation, or perfecution, of 
any kind of affliction from their adverfaries fhall 
difappoint him of his purpofe. Surely there is no 
enchantment againf? Facob, neither is there any 
divination againft Irael.* ; 

S2 OTS . .2QUH a oe 


- We ate fenfible that afficFion is-a-general term 
that:fignifieth trouble, diftrefs and adverfity, arif 
ing either from cruel oppreflion and perfecution, 
or from: wife correction and juft punifhment + for 
tho’ there is.a wide difference between oppreffion, 
and proper corre¢tion, as the one is always wrong, 
and the other always right, yet they are both 
afflitive to the party bpprelted, or corrected. 


_ The natural tendency of afflifion, is, to wafte, 
‘diminith and deftroy the afflifed ; and this will 
be the iffue, in cafe the affifion rifes and conti= 
—‘nues, unilefs the providence of Gop prevents it. 
‘This might eafily be demonftrated by a courfe of 
(plain reafoning; but this method to prove the de- 
PaO LID LL ftructive 
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* Numbers xxiii, 232 
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fttuative tendency of affliaién Gs needlefs, becaufs 
we have ftriking inftances' of the fa& in the conti- 
nual decreafe of the abufed 4fricans in the Weft- 
India Iflands, Their afflictions and bondage are fo 
many and great, that inftead of multiplying and 
growing, it is quite the reverfe, they diminifh and 
perifh fo-faft under the cruel hand of oppreffion, 
that the proprictors or planters are obliged to fend 
for new recruits of many thoufands every few years 
to keep their numbers good and their lucrative 
bufinefs going on. The inhumanity, cruelty and 
wickednefs of the practice is a great deal blacker 
than the miferable creatures ‘themfelves. 


But however true it is, that affli@ion is ruinous _ 
in its natural tendency, yet thro’ the merciful in- 
terpofition of Gop it takes a wew direction, and, 
in regard to its effects, ic becomes good and falu- 
tary both to individuals and communities. Under 
the influence-of Gop, the fruit of afflidion is the 
taking away of fin, the reformation of manners, 

and the enlargement and falvation of a people. 
This may be. called the providential tendency of 
affliction, and this is the way, that good is brought 

eut.of evily ic ai o.:2 pagCibsd oii jos? 
~ Whenever we are afflicted, either by the hand 
of Gop or mani, it is generally fuppofed that we 
have offended and merit the rod. “This is.always 
true when. the Almighty affliés us, and, with the 
ftriteft propriety, we may adopt the confeflion of 
Nehemiah, thou haft done right, but we have done 
wickedly. But this is not always true’ when we 
are afflicted by the hands of men ; i. ¢. we do 
not always deferve is of them. They fometimes, 
ee and ~~ gither 
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tither through ignorance or ill will, make an tias 
juft judgment, anda wrong application ; and hence 
they punifh the innocent, or caufe the guilty to be 
punifhed beyond the demerit of his offence. In 
both cafes (unavoidable ignorance excepted) they 
are chargeable with injuftice and oppreffion. 

idee eee. 

We know that deneranes, be it thoral or politi- 
cal; is noc the proper fubjeét of penalty ; and that 
he who offends only in one degree is not the pro- 
per fubje& of ten, or of two degrees of punifh- 
ment. Herice, they who knowingly minifter a 
firipe where none is due, or two ftripes where btt 
one is due (be they Parents, Mafters or Magiftrates 
that do it, either againft an individual_or againft a 
community) they dé the part of oppreffors and 
tyrants, and may juftly expect to hedr from the 
Almighty that fevere reptimarid, what’ mean ye 
that ye beat my péople to piece}, and grind the 
faces of the poor.* 


- When a Child, that ig grown t6 the ftate’of 
manhood and felf-government, and is fet at liberty 
by the-laws of Gop and man, to regulate and 
take care of himfelf, hath, by his induftty, pro- 
vided for his own fubfiftence, how bafe and 
wicked:is it for-his Parents to feize the fruit of 
his labor—to demand the furrendet of his perfon 
and property to their arbitrary difpofal, and make 
his refufal fuch a capital offence as to putfue him 
‘with vengeance? A proceeding fimilar to this, 
either in a family or civil ftate, is nothing fhort 
of high-handed oppreffion and ctuelty ; and for 
_ parents or magiftrates to plead. any human law 


whatfoevet 
® Thiak iii. 15 


c he») 
_whatfoever. in vindication. of, fuch practice, does 
no more .exculpate them than. ie did the: miui- 
-derous witnefles againft our Saviour: to plead ahd 
fay, we have a-law,- and by our law: be ought 
Oe ee d 


Any law or inflitution contrary to the law of 
Gop, or againft the good of the people, is a law 
that eftablifheth iniquity; and the execution of it 
produceth an affliction fo pairiful and grievous 
that it cannot and. ought not to be borne without 
aefiftance, or making fome eflay for.deliverance, 
agreeably to the principle of felf-defence. -‘ 

. .2°:We further add, 


_. Afflitions of any kind that are pungent, do 
Jay the affli@ed under neceflity of | ftruggling, in 
order to, extricate themfelves. If it bea profli- 
gate finner, whofe confcience is affli%ed with a 
fenfe of his fin, guilt, and ‘danger of the wrath 
to come, his enquiry will be, what /hall I do to 
“be faved ?. If a chriftian or a chriftian church 
be afflicted with a fenfe of apoftacy and of the 
‘divine correction, their concern and exertion will 
be to repent, reform, and be reftored to the peace 
and love of Gop. .If it be a civil community, 
-afflided with public oppreflion—with a fenfe of 
the lofs, or the danger of lofing their natural or 
AMtipulated rights, it.prefently moves them to {eek, 
devife and and. profseute» ways and means: iof 
freedom and fafety ; a_kind of ‘neceffity. is laid 
upon them fo. to-do: In this cafe the old pro- 
verb is verified, Necefity is the mother of inven- 
t19n ; fhe isa fruitful mother, and theneceffitous 


and 
* John xix. 7. 
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verance, and enlargement of.a.people.’ <And this 
‘ig;what owe obferve, ‘that, the fame affli€ions and: 
oppreflions which) naturally tend to ruin, lay wafte: 
and deftroy. a beady of.people, ate nevertheléfs,: 
under Gon’s. directing influence, the means and. 
o¢cafion of their rifing to a free and flourifhing: 
{later nadie 5: ceed anses sour so iT si 

ee Bera od oe Verh 3} Hormel vita 

_ Civil, communities, as well as. chriftiang, and 
chriftian churches, bit experienced the truth of. 
what is here afferted, and. toa:confirm. the fame,. 
appeals may be made to facred and -prophane 
hiftory, from both of which the point. will’ be, 
ST Sad aaa ae oitti Coes 


afflited) racked ‘their invention’ to’ find out ‘ways 
and means-to wafte, difhearten and :deftroy. them. 
pred fpake the, Egyptian Monarch to his, 
Lords, faying, come on, let us deal wifely 
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fwith them, left they multipl—and fight azainft us, 
and get them up out of the land.* ‘This wife con- 
fultation iffued in many feyere projects, fuch as, 
appointing over them tafk-mafters—making them 
ferye with rigour—drawing the chains Of their 
bondage tighter—taking away their ftraw, yet 
demanding the full tale of brick, and beating 
them in cafe of default; nor was this all, two 
edié&s of death were made out and fent to the 
midwives to put in execution, one was; to kill the 
niale children with their own hands as foon as 
they were born, the other, to caft them into the 
river ; this was a blow at the root. However; 
the Midwives feared GOD—difobeyed the king, 
and faved the children alive: nor was this difo- 
bedience cenfured of Gon as rebellion, but their 
condn& was fo highly approved of him, that it 
is faid, be made them houfes, i. e. gave them flou- 
rifhing families. It may alfo be obferved, that as 
the time of their exodus drew nearer, the weight 
and anguith ‘of their afflifions increafed, fo that 
their lives were made bitter with hard bondage. 
But the providence of Gop being favourable to- 
ward them, they multiplicd and grew (notwith- 
ftanding the oppreffions and miferies they were 
under, during the latter part of their refidence in‘ 
Egypt) fo that in about 220 years, there fprang, 
from 70 fouls, the vait number of 600,000 fight- 
ing men, which, according to common calculation, 
fuppofeth the whole number of fouls that lete 
Epypt, not lefs than three millions. 


Commen hiftory, as well as facred, fupplies us 
with inftances, fhowing that the grievous oppref- 
eneen ko iS gh REE Ye Hogs 
# Exodus i, 10, Pe os: 
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fiens of a people are over-ruled, by the kind pros 

vidence of Gop, to bring on and promote their 
freedom and enlargement. A, few inftances may 
fuffice to fet this matter in a clear light. 


The early and fevere oppreffions, the violene 
ftruggles, and the final liberty of the Swz/s may 
be adduced in proof of the point. For many 
centuries together they were opprefled and dif+ 
treffed by fome or other of their imperious neigh- 
_bours, or their own lordly nobility, rill at length, 
_ tired and worn out with the gauling yoke of 
-flavery and oppreffion, three Cantons only, out 
of the thirteen that compofed thofe States, began 
to make refiftance, and ftand for their rights.* 
They having fought’ fome great battles { with re- 
markable fuccefs, the other Cantons began to fall 
ih, rill at length the whole thirteen were combined 
together in the fame caufe ; and after a mighty 
ftruggle of about 20 years continuance, they ob- 
tained rceft and fafety in the peaceable enjoyment 
of their liberties and properties, multiplying and 
growing in numbers and allies ; and have lived in . 
quiet for the fpace of four centuries paft. 


‘The hiftory of the perfecutions, cruel oppreffions, 
bloody wars and the mighty efforts of the /evem 
‘Dutch Provinces againft their oppreffors (led on 
by the Duke de Alva, Don John and the Duke 
of Parma, under Philip King of Spain) which 
lafted 48 years; as alfo their final deliverance, and 
extraordinary growth in wealth and ftrength, 
3 from 

* This was in the year 1315. 
+ Particularly one with the Auftrians, who came againft them 
* with 20,000 men, atid Leopold Arch-Duke of Auftria at 


i 


= vs aae ate 


( aa) 


sony weaknefs, ‘poverty, and. aflition, .you are 
not, unacquainted with, ~‘Let) us now turn our 
thoughts homeward) © snociicvsimw bogie |. 
New-ENcLanp’s beginning, growth and in- 
creafe,, which commenced: bere, and. as. it were 
proceeded from this: place, under; and after the 
cadurance of g-great, many, trials, afford no {mall 
cyidence in ‘the prefentecafe, viz.'that afflictions, 
under the merciful direction of Gon, are falutary 
gna ferve.to promote -thé' good. of the:aflited. 
Gop who Knoweth p all Hi ngs, forefecing the 
afflitions that his fervents (the fir fettlers here) 
would enc ure for his name ; and determ ining to, 


bring them, and with them the Gofpel and) privi- 
is ofetual 
b if 
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leges of it to this land, made early 4 
rovilion for the famer” his he aid by ¢ lees 


Fovilion for, she fame, “This he di 
noted oh@r inftancss, by ca 
Ameris * to be explgred it-was. by Golumbus + 
in the year 1492. 
Gy; Fig Englifhman, to make more particular 
difcoveries, of this part. of it in 1602, fince called 


New-England, By. fending a terrible plague 
sian mies here, AB wept off cI Ne 


of them.a few. years before'the: firlt fettlers came. + 
dadsbyai fing, fome.gentlemen at home to fa- 
vour their caufe and afford: them. affiftance, after 
they had-concluded to make their retreat this way.- 


Tn-thefe and, the like ways, Gop as it were fearched: 


io VuSe Ree) Os oo 8 ein5y Op bone 
* So called from Ay. ticus Vefpucius, a Florentine ..\.. = 
“> Or Caloz, his one Rene: Se enocfe, who was infpired with 
an uncommon zeal for fearching out this new world as it was 
at firft called : Further difcoveries of which,a few years after, 
were made by Sebaflian Cabot, a Venetian employed by 
- Henry Vul-King of England.) — >» oS 
} As though it had been with defi gn to make them room. 


providences. .. For inftance, by caufing, 


y: difpofing and direéting, 


( a2 
out and prepated @ place in this wildernels * for 


the flight of his little perfecutcdl flock. <4 


. It muft-be noted that the civil and ecclefiaftical 


powers of England at this time; were againft them, 
on accouht,.of their- puritan. principles:' As for 
King James the 1. s hisoprinciples! laid'ia foun* 
dation for the perfecuting meafures: that che (and 
his fucceffors) afterward purfued.. His political 
principles, were defpotic, and. his religious ones 
were, a-motly,mixturey of popery and prefbytery, 
which, with, violence, he endeavored to make his 


fubjeéts {wallow.t. -To'this purpofe, he with 


the high-tempered. Bifhops) propofed, afd vehex 
mently urged a /ub/crzption to the books of prayer, 
and all the articles and ceremonies-of therchurch 
of England; § threatoing the delinquents : with 
fevere punifhment. This affair of fubfcription, 
tho’ it was mainly intended to perplex or fet afide 
diffenting minifters, yet rea¢hed and wounded all 
good chriflidns in their conimnunion: As” for’ the 
doGrinal part of thé articles of the church, the 
diffénters approved of it; this their adverfarics 


‘were apprized of, and therefore they culled out 


fomie difciplinary articles of meer human invention, 
‘and offered them as a tcft to be fubfetibed. The 
as “oo orpabamacraaiegtiee 
Al diagno Ser, xil, 6. und the. weman fled into the wilder 
| nefs where fhe hath a nt Sd of Gov ;—we may view 
-\ the flight of our pious fore-fathers from! théit adverfaries ac 
+, home,.unto.this then wafte-howling wildernefs as a particular 
__€vent comprehended in the fulfilment of this paflage of {cripture. 
One of England’s four feourges, or four kings front the’ north, 


we 


and tlie firft monarch of England that took to Kimlelf the title 


— Ss 
: racy, hae in his hiftory of the wats of England tells us. 
§ Firlt fet on foot in Queen Elizabeth’s reign, and now revived 
with great pititand a pointed defign againkt the diflesting clergy. 
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ve of the articles excepted againft and rejected 

y the diffenters is comprized in the following 
ones. 1. They (i.e. the minifters) muft be re- 
ordained, if not epifcopally ordained before. 
2. They muft: declare their unfeigned affent and 
confent to all and every thing contained and pre- 
{cribed in and by the book of common prayers, 
and adminiftration of facraments, and other rites 
and ceremonies of the church of England. 
3.They muft take the oath of carionical obedience. 
4.They muft abjure the taking of atms upon any 
yretence whatever again{t the king, or any com- 
miflioned by him.* Thefe grievous burdens lay 
principally upon the confcience, and were fuch as 
our divine Mafter never impofed upon his difciples ; 
it was 2 bold affault upon the facred right of reli- 
gious liberty; however, they mult comply or 
fuffer, For, 


In confequence of not fubfcribing or confenting 
to thefe. or the like articles, tho’ othetwife good 
and peaceable fubjeéts, they were charged wich 
obftinacy, rebellion, herefy, difobedience to au- 
thority, and undermining government, yea, and 
were watched with a fevere eye, and purfued with 


a violent hand, to the deftruction of their peace 
liberty and property. 


- Their firft flight from thefe oppreffors was to 
Holland, and in about eleven years after, many of 
them took their departure from Europe for this 
country.¢ Their departure was attended with very 
great difficulties, loffes and diftrefles, The ac 


accounts 
* Dr. Edmund Calamy's life of Baxter. 
r+} In the year 1620, and arrived at Cape Cod ip November; 


3 C7) 
counts given by Governor Bradford * and others, 
-of their trials, hardthips and fufferings, are very 
affecting ; and all this, not for their evil doings, 
but for not fubmitting to unfcriptural and arbi- 
trary impofitions. Herice it isto excefs of charity 
to conclude that they fuffered for righteou/ne/s 
Jake, for at the hazard of their lives and fortunes 
they chofe to obey Gon rather than man. 


After they had taken their final departure from 
Europe—croffed the atlantic, and landed on this 
Shore, they shad a great many evils to combat. 
‘They were diftrefled on every fide, and a gloomy 
profpe& opened to view. The ocean behind them, 
a wildernefs before them, and the feverities of 
winter {wiftly ‘approaching. They were foon 
vifited with cold, hunger and ficknefs, which fwept 
off nearly one half their number, among whom 
were fome of their leading and’ beft men. In this 
feeble ftate ‘they weré often alarmed and aflaulted 
by the Savages of the wildernefs, and had’no where 
to look for protection but to the GUp of heaven; 


- One might reafonably think that the diftreffes of 
this afflicted people would excite the compaffion 
of their adyerfaties, efpccially fince they were ‘rid 
of theit company ; but it was quite the reverfe. 
Their enemies purfued them without mercy, and 
endeavoured to rob them of their privileges in 
this,.as they! had done in their native lands 
~ Archbifhop Laud, one of their greateft enemies, 
_ haying obtained fome falfe reports again{ft them, 
Be ist C found 
. + ® As mentioned ia Ms. Prince's Chronolegy, and in the Apper- 
dixto Mr. Hutchinfen’s hiftory of Maflachufetts-Bay. : 
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found means to procure a high commiffion front 
Charles {., for himfelf, in conjunétion with feve-. 
ral others in high office and of his own fpirit, 
whereby they were impowered to revoke all char- 
ters, letters patents and» refcripts royal, before 
granted by the crown to the feveral colonies and 
plantations, and to make fuch laws and conflitutions 
as to them fhould feem mect.* The execution of 
this commiffion was, nowever, prevented by the 
interpofition of fome gentlemen of influence in 
England, and the indefatigable labors of Mr. 
Edward Winflow, then agent for the country, 
who, for his noble exertions, fuffered three oF 
four months imprifonment. 


It muft be owned, with gratitude to Provi- 
dence,’ that this afflicted people had fome friends 
remaiping in their native land; and no doubt we 
have too, the violence of the public meafures taken 


againft. us notwithftanding ; but the. governing - 


part was unfriendly to them; and to a very high 
degree they are fo to us their pofterity, as appears 
from their readinefs to hear and credit the falfe 
reports of our enemies—enaéting fuch reftraining 
laws as go beyond the limits of the conftitution—= 
appointing governors and other officers unfavour- 
able to the natural and ftipulated rights of the peo- 
ple—vacating charters without any adequate of- 
fence—pulling down the hedges:that royal autho- 
rity once fet up for our defence, and hereby open- 
ing a way for what we now fee and fecl, namely, 


enormous fleets and armies, with commiflion and | 


full 


* See the Appendix to Mr. Reddins’s Sermon at the ordipation 
ef his Son in this place, a3 
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full purpofe to diftrefs, deftroy or enflave us. 
Thefe things confidered, and the unfuccefs they 
have hitherto met with, gives Ncw-England occa- 
fion to adopt the language of Ifrael in P/alm 
exxix. 2. Many a time have they afflicted me from 
my youth, yet have they not prevailed againft me. 


_ Let us now turn our thoughts to a more light- 
fome {cene, and briefly view the growth and in- 
creafe of this-affli€&ted people under the numerous 
trials they meet with. Gop, minding to bring 
_ them from Europe and fettle them in this country, 
at the appointed time, took them on the wings of 
his providence* and wafted them over here. He 
fet their feet upon a rock, and eftablifhed them fo 
firmly that none of the powers or machinations 
formed againft them have been able to pluck them 
up; butihe more they affiscted them. the more they 
multiplied and grew. As is faid of the rufh and 
the flag that flourith in mire and water, fo it may 
be faid of them in many refpeéts ; they grew in 
the mire of foul oppreflion, and in the waters of 
deep affligtion ; and have fent out their roots and 
branches far and wide. Particularly, 


_ They grew under their afflitions, in the chrif- 
tian graces and virtues of patience, fubmiffion, cha- 
rity, courage and true fortitude, praying alfo with 
all manner of prayer, fupplication and interceflion 
_ with thankfgiving; and the more they were af- 
Mli&ed the more they abounded in praying and 
humbling themfelyes before Gop ; nor were they 
fuccefsful in their addreffes unto him. 


Several 
- is allufion to Deut. xxxii. 11. As an eagle—fluttercth over 
her young, fpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, bearcth 
them on her wings ; fo the Lerd alone did lead their, &c. 
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Several churches, in the fpace of a few years, 


fpran from this. And, their faith, charity. and 
aa profpects rcfounding to England, many. of 


the good people there, moved by the {pirit of Gop, 


_and the defire of chriftian liberty, came oyer to 


this land in great numbers a few years after. 


In the year 1628 the fettlement of Maffachu- 


fetts colony began, where, in about twenty four 


yeats, no lefs than ¢wenty two churches were ga- 


thered and fettled with paftors. And in the whole 


of New-England, at this périod of time, the num- 


_ ber of churches amounted to forty three. This 
was their religions and ¢cclefiaftical growth. 


About the year 1643, emigrations from abroad 
were fo nearly at an end, that it is fuppofed, as 
many Or more went from us than came to us. At 
this date of time, the number of fouls in this, and 
the filter colonies of New-England were computed 
to be fifteen thoufand. And in the fpace of nine 
years after, which brings us to 1652, they rofe to 
twenty one thoufand two hundred.* © And accord- 
ing to the public cenfus taken in 1755, the num- 
ber amounted to four hundred thirty fix thoufand 
nine hundred and thirty fix fouls. Add twenty 
one years to the above date, which brings us to 
the prefent time, and upon a moderate computa- 
tion we fhall fall but little if any thort of eight 
hundred thoufand, which fappofeth not lefs than 
one hundred thoufand fighting men. cay 

his 


* As Mr. Foknffen tells us in his Fliftory of the fettlement of 
Mafiachufetts Colony, entitled. Wonder-cporking- Providence 
ef Zion's King. : ous , 4 ile 
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This rapid increafe, through the good hand of 

pur Gop upon us, began and proceeded under 3 
multiformity of afflictions and oppreffions, both 
from our natural and unnatural enemies. And 
may we not truly fay, that, under Gop, this fur- 
. prifing growth took its rife fromthe virtue, cou- 
rage and fuccefs of the firft adventurers who fettled | 
in this place? If this is the cafe, as we may rea- 
fonably think it is, with what holy admiration 
and gratitude, may we fuppofe, the perfected fpirits 
of our pious anceftors now in heaven, to look 
down and behold the increafe of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and the flourifhing of this country, as 
owing, in a great meafure, to their own {mall 
beginnipgs. 
__ Itis probable the other Englith colonies (which, 
with thefe of New-England, do now compofe the 
pnited States of America) multiplied and grew in 
proportion as thefe have done. If fo, we have 
good reafon to fuppofe the whole number of fouls 
in thefe united States to be not lefs, but rather 
more than three millions. Wow amazingly hath 
this country multiplied and grew in the fpace of 
' 156 years. 


_ Indeed, we are under a thick cloud of darknefs 
_ at prefent, but not in defpair of light fhining upon 
us, by and by, with increafing luftre.. Our hea- 

_yenly Father, provoked with our numerous and 
_ aggravated offences, hath vifited us with the fore 
‘terrible judgment of war, from a quarter we 


= 


little expected twenty years ago. He hath fuf- 
fered Great Britain, once our friends, to become 
a our 


(a) 


_ ur foes, and make war upon us without any fuf- 
ficient caufe that we know of, unlefs it be their 

own exorbitant pride and avarice. What more 
could they reafonably afk or defire of us then they 
ufed to have? They had the regulation and bene- 
fit of the trade of the whole country—their mo- 
narch had a negative upon all our laws ; and, up- 
on conftitational requifition, our lives and fortunes 
were devoted to his fervice and fupport. What 
could he, or his parliament have more, unlefs it 
were the abfolute, unconditional jurifdiétian of our 

properties, liberties and lives? The furrender of - 
thefe is what they demand, and becaufe we think 
it an unreafonable demand we are extremely un- 
“willing to comply with it; nor do we, por thall 
we, if we can poffibly help it. And what is the 
eonfequence ? why, they make a general defcent 
upon us with their mighty power, and in the ter- 
rible forms of war and vengeance, to britig us at 
their feet or flay us with death. Phe fword is 
theirs ; the hand that permits it is GOD's : We 
adore, and bow fubmiffion to the perfect righte- 
oufnefs of the latter, but the former we think to 
be unrighteous altogether. We own ourfelves 
oppreffed and difireffed on every fide, but not yet 
in defpair. Still we hope in our fore-fathers Gop, 
and he gives us a great deal of encouragement and 
occafion, both from his word and providence, fo 
todo. LHitherto the Lord hath helped us—in 
the midft of wrath he hath remembered mercy ; 
and fhould we not acknowledge it with gratitude, 
it would be an addition to all the other crimes, 

we are chargeable with. 

How 


(: 887 

How plain to be feen is the merciful influctiéé. 
of Providence in breathing a general fpirit of union 
into, and through the thirteen colonies—in lead- 
ing their councils and determinations into fo wife 
a direétion as they have taken—in difpofing and 
inclining the whole collective body to unite, again 
and again, in humbling themfelves before Gop 
and making confeflions, prayers and fupplications 
unto him; as alfo enabling them, under all the 
inexperience and difadvantages they labour, to 
make fo noble, refolute and fuccefsfiil.a ftand as 
hitherto they have done, againft the united powers 
of Great Britain, aided by. many. thoufands of 
foreign mercenaries. ‘Thefe things confidered, to+ 
gether with the jultice of our caufe, we are con- 
{trained to think, unworthy as we are, that the 
providence of Gop is favourable to our caufe 
and country. 


a - 

Let all Europe, and the whole world turn their 
‘eyes this way, and behold, and wonder to fee thefe 
young American colonies fet on fire at both ends 
and in the middle, and not confumed. Not unto 
us or an arm of flefh, but to the power and good- 
nefs of almighty Gop the praife belongs that we 
are thus far fuftained in the fire of a flaming war. 
We are not only fuftained, but in fome refpects, 
we grow and increafe in the things that belong to 
our political falvation. ‘The mote our adverfaries 
afflia& and diftrefs us with the fword of war, the 
more we grow in military dkill, ftrength and all 
manner of accomplifhments and means of defence. 
Gop Of his infinite mercy grant that we may grow 
proportionably in the chriftian graces and virtues ! 

tod: 3 bet ait io eoletdos ¢ wt This 


betine gece 


having. great wrath, aiming by his inftruments to 

deftroy the churches and people (with their privi- 
leges) which the Lord our God hath planted in 
this land. © But we hope it will pleafe Gop to 
difappoint*him and all his emiffaries employed 
againft us ,.and that we fhall efcape asa bird out 
OS thefnare of the fowler | .. 


...One great fiep hath been taken toward. Surat. 
Cape ae freedom ;{ the event of which, we ean- 
not certainly foretell, tho’ we have good reafon 


to think it will be favourable. The’ ftep that is 
taken hath the appearance of.a literal accomplith- 
ment of one of thofe fcripture prophecies which 
(if it is to. be underftood -in a literal fenfe) muft 
re, ' ‘ fooner 
. * For epifeopalians | and. diffenters- are united \in all the: leading 
. .. Principles of chriftianity, 
+ 1 Peter iv. 17. : 
i Viz. a declaration of the independence of the thirteen united 
Anigrican States July 4; 1776. 
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fooner or later take place. There is a prophetic 

query in J/a. lxvi. 8.— Shall the earth be made to 

bring forth in one day, or fhall a nation be born at 

once ? If this paflage is confidered in a fpiritual- 
fenfe, no doubt it hath refercace to the fpeedy, 

happy and extraordinary effects of the plentiful 

effufion of the Holy Spirit. But is there any 

thing that makes againft a more literal fulfilment? 

Tf not, it is a queition whether any thing has 

happened for thefe 1700 years paft, that doth fo 
literally and extenfively affwer this query, as 

when thefe thirteen united States, by the voice of 
their deputies in Congrefs aflembled, were led to 

declare themfelves free and independént of the 

jurifdi@ion of Great-Britain, and of all other 

powers on earth. By this act, we view thefe 
States as under no civil government, laws or au- 

thority but their own ; and if they continue free 

and united, we may, with good propriety, confi- 

der them in their united capacity as a nation born 

at once. ! 


However, we readily and religioufly own that 
the eftablifhmentand prefervation of this new-born 
nation depends intirely upon the good providence 
of Gop, in whom we hope and truft for fupport, 
protedtion and deliverance out of all our affliétions, 


From what hath been faid on the fubje& we 
are led to conclude, that the Lorp will appear 
to vindicate the juft caufe of his afflicted people, 
and fooner or later, turn his hand againft their’ 

oppreffors. Though for their high crimes and 
i) offences 
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offences againft: him, he may fuffer the enemies 
et his people to opprefs and diftrefs them toa 
ereat degree; neverthelefs,» when he fees them 
fufficiently humbled for their fins, and hears them 
cry unto him for deliverance therefrom, and from 
the opprefling hand of their enemies, he will arife 
for their help and come to their refcue. So he 
did for his people in ancient times ; when they 
were near utterly laid wafte by their enemies and 
cried unto him.* Thex the Lord-awaked: as one 
out of fleep, and like a mighty man that fhouteth 
by reafon of wine; be fimote bis enemies in the 
hinder part ; be put them to perpetual reproach. 


Hence, it is a vain thing for the powers of 
earth to attempt the downfal or decreafe of thofe 
erfons or people whom the .Lord is minded to 
dae and increafe. The powers of earth may 
‘unite their forces and take council together, but 
the one. fhall be brokenand the other turned into 
foolifhnefs; for whozs he that faith, and it cometh 
to pafs, when the Lord hath not commanded it ?+ 
We may fee, in the growth of the Ifraclites under 
the bondage, afflictions and tafk-mafters of Egypt, 
and in the fettlement, increafe and flourifhing of 
this country, notwithftanding all the oppofitions, 
hazards and hardfhips they had to encounter, 
how eafy a thing it is with Gop to fruftrate the 
plans and purpofes formed againft the people he 
delights to favour. © 9 aes 
Therefore, in all difputes and controverfies with 
our fellow men, it fhould be our greateft concern 


to 
* Pfaln Ixxviii. 65, 66. t Lam, iii. 37. 


° 
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to have the Lord with us and for us. As a@medns 


to enjoy this greateft.of fayours we fhould have'a 


care, and attend to the following rules, namely, 
That .we;do not offend him in word. or deed, 
cither by taking his name: in vain, or doing a 
wicked thing.—That we: are not aggreffors in any. 
quarrel that we may happen to fall into with men. 
—That our caufe, relative to the difpute, be righ- 
teous and: good, and that our hearts are fincere 
and upright, with God.-That we repent of our 
paft mifcondu&t, and at the fame time apply to 
the blood. of atonement for pardon and cleanfing ; 
and that-our behaviour towards God and man 
correfponds with the directions given in the holy 
{criptures. Thus conducting ourfelves, we have 
no reafon to fear but the Lord will be on our. 
fide, and plead our caufe with thofe that rife up 
again{ft us. | 


As for the bloody. conteft between Great- 
Britain and thefe united States, it is our opinion, 
upon careful enquiry, that we are not aggreffors in 
the quarrel. While we were yet in quiet, and no 
public complaint exhibited to difturb us, our ad- 
verfaries began to conceive mifchief againft us—ta 
impofe heavy burdens upon us, and to. rob us of 
our ftipulated rights ;. and becaufe we declined 
fubmiffion to their arbitrary will in all cafes, they 
attempted, and are ftill attempting to rob us of 
our natural rights too. We only prayed for 
peace, fafety and the free enjoyment of the pri- 
vileges included in our natural and ftipulated rights, 
but could not have them. Can any impartial 

D2 judge, 


judge, or unprejudiced eye, help feeing and deter- 
mining in their own minds that our caufe is good? 
Was our public conduét as good as’ our public 
caufe; we fhould have good reafon to think the 
prefent war would foon iffue in our favour. And, 
as things ftand, we do not defpair, but abound in 
hope. Tho’ our fins againft heaven are many and’ 
ageravated, yet we have a {pace and means of re+ 
péntance continued to us by the patience and’ 
poodnefs of that Gop who is gracious and mer- 
ciful—+ready to pardon and willing to forgive and 
fave his penitent people, and fet them free from 
the cruel thands of unprovoked oppreffors. 


May the fpirit of grace and fupplication—of re- 
pehtance and reformation ‘be poured upon us from 
thé fulnhefs of him with whom is the refidue of 
the fpirit, to the effectual fuppreffion of all impiety 
and profanenefs againft God—of injuftice, extor+ 
tion, felfifhnefS and the reft of the vices ; and, may 
righteoufnefs, charity and benevolence, out of a 
pure heart and faith unfeigned revive, and exten- 
fively prevail. Should this happy change take 
place among us, we are well affured that upon 
feeking, the Lord he would be found of us-; we 
might call upon him and the would anfwer us 
agreeably to his own direétion and gracious pro- 
mife, call upon me in the day of trouble, I will de- 
liver thee and thou fhalt glorify me. Our fote> 
fathers often experienced the. divine faithfulnefs 
in this regard ; they cried unto him in thezr trou les, 
aud be delivered them out of their dyfreffes..__ 

Tn 
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In this day of trouble and affliction, it b 
us to retrofpe& the behaviour'and laudable: 
ple of our pious anceffors, who, under all their 
oppreflions, loffes and hardfhips, held faft their 
integrity-—maintained their hope in Gopv—com- 
mitted themfelves and their caufeto him, and pro- 
éeeded on in the way of their-duty with patience, 
attiviry and chriftian fortitude, not thinking their 
fortunes or lives too dear to part with for the 
honour of Gop, the peaceable enjoyment of civil 
and religious privileges, and -tran{mitting the fame 
toafter generations. They faffered, laboured, pray- 


ed, fafted, he “endured hardnefs as good 


Joldiers of Fefus Chrifi. We have entered into 
their labours, and for a long time been reaping the 
fruits of their eminent fervices and fufferings ; and, 
fhall we be fo bafe, or any of us fo lightly efteem 
the rich inheritance and valuable privileges they 
left us as tamely and ftupidly to give them up 
without trying, and exerting ourfelves in every fui- 
table way to preferve them? ~°"- 

‘Rather let us imitate their noble example in 
times of adverfity; and, like them, the more we 
are affli€ted by our adverfaries or chaftened by the 
hand of Providence, the more let us’ pray, and 
humble ourfelves before Gop, and ‘confefs our 
fins, and lament the wickednefs of the times, and 
implore the mercy of our Lord Fefus Chri, and 
reform our manners, and improve the means and 
advantages God ‘hath put into our hands, in the 
beft manner we poffibly can, for the falvation of 
our fouls, andiour bodics, our lives, liberties, pro- 

: perty 
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perty and country. Thefe are objects worthy our 
attention ; and, as. they are all aflaulted, cither by 
our temporal. or fpiritual enemies, we are in duty 
bound to apply ourfelves, with all the 4kill and 
refolution. wehave, to. defend and fave them, 
This let usdo,relying oni the power and grace of 
Him, whofe is the greatne/s, and the aajefly, and 
the glorysand the victory, for affiftance and fuccefs.: 


Let us upon this day, in a grateful, decent, and 
virtuous manner, recognize the So0dne/s of GOD 


te pur forefathers through all their trials and af- 
Bibione and take courage therefrom, to hope in 
the power and mercy of the fame Gop, whofe 
band is not Shortned: that it cannot fave, Let us 
not enquire, as mifers do, who will fhew us ashe 
good, or; how fhall we make the greateft and be 
worldly advantage, by the, miferies and: diftreffes 
of the prefent times? But, how fhall we do moft 
for the honour of the glorious Gop—the falvation 
of our country, and the good of our fellow-men? 
To promote thefe great and worthy ends, let us 
shearfully and religioufly devote our abilities, for- 
tunes and lives, and be fu/lowers of them'(our pious 
tore-fathers and other, good chriftians) who thro’ 
faith and patience, and much tribulation, have 
entered into the kingdom of heavens\., 
To clofe witha fewwords. =. 
May this ancient and refpeétable Town, and 
the flock of our Lord: Fefus:Chrificin it, and the 
reft of the churches he hath’ planted in this land 
te always favoured with his gracious-prefence and 
protection— 
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protection—be increafed with all the increafes of ~ 
Gop, and the gates of hell never be fuffered tq 
prevail againft them. May the wi/dom that comes — 
from above, and zs profitable to direct, be ever im- 
parted to the general Congrefs of the united States 
of America, and to all the lawful Affemblies, 
Courts and Conventions of thofe States. May 
the God of armies, by his gracious and favourable 
prefence, be with our military forces—with our 
worthy general in chief—with the other generals, 
the officers and foldiers, infpiring them with mili- 
tary fkill and courage, and giving them good fuc- 
cefs ; that fo our enemies may fly before them, 
and be compelled to depart from our country. 
May wars ceafe to the ends of the earth, and the 
gZopel of the grace of God, with glorious fuccefs, 
{pread and extend as far. May religion, pure and 
undefiled, revive and flourifh throughout this land ; 
and we ourfelves, together with the reft of the 
inhabitants, with one heart, voice and foul, choofe 
the Lorp JEHovAH for our Judge, our Lawgiver, 
King and Saviour; and, let all the people fay, 


A M E N. 


